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reserves, 10,000 aeroplanes, and 3,000 tanks. It is true
that events revealed of what stuff the feet of this Colossus
were made, but at the time its nuisance value was high.
" We need Czechoslovakia/' said M. Cot, the late French
Air Minister and Mend of Bolshevik Russia, " because
German economy and German industry could best be
destroyed from this State."

In 1935 the German Government obtained a list of
secret agents reporting to Prague, which led to the arrest
of 500 Communists in Germany and 50 in Jugoslavia.
In the streets and restaurants of the Czecho-Slovak capital
I noticed the same deterioration in morals as had
accompanied the Social Democratic regime in pre-Nazi
Germany: in almost every bookseller's window appeared
magazines such as Plaisirs de Paris, Sex-Appeal, and
Venus, "le journal le plus ose."

Soon after Lord Runciman went to Prague, it was
announced that German Army manoeuvres would be on a
larger scale than usual: more than 1,000,000 men would
be under arms by September ijth, and 400,000 workmen
were already employed on defence works opposite the
French Maginot Line.

The Germans had seen the weakness of our position,
not the strategical weakness, which any retired major
with an atlas could discern, but the moral weakness of
the Franco-Soviet pact, and the impossibility of trying
permanently to keep the Sudeten Germans from their
Fatherland by force of arms.

On August 12th, while Lord Runciman was bridging
the gap which divided the demands of the Sudeten leaders
from the concessions offered by the Czechs, the Associa-
tion of Czechoslovakia Officers published a manifesto in
the Weekly Military Gazette of Prague, which showed